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rally considered a kind of treachery to change
because people value what they call loyalty above
truth. Pater no doubt meant that the duty and
privilege of the philosopher is to keep his inner
eye open to new impressions, to be ready to
see beauty in new forms, not to love comfortable
and settled ways, but to bring the same fresh
apprehension that youth brings, to art and to life,
He is merely speaking of a mental process in
these words ; what he is condemning is the dull-
ing and encrusting of the mind with prejudices
and habits, the tendency, as Charles Lamb wittily
said, whenever a new book comes out, to read
an old one, to get into the fireside-and-slippers
frame of mind, to grumble at novelty, to com-
plain that the young men are violating all the
sacred canons of faith and art
This is not at all the same thing as knowing
one's own limitations ; every one, whether he be
artist or writer, critic or practitioner, ought to
take the measure of his forces, and to determine
in what regions he can be effective ; indeed it is
often necessary for a man of artistic impulses to
confine his energies to one specific department,
although he may be attracted by several. Pater
was himself an instance of this. He knew, for